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Editorial by Barry Verigin 

Thinking About 

E ver since Doukhobors migrated as a group to Canada 
they have dealt with forces both external and internal 
acting upon them to pull them apart. In many ways, their 
history in Canada is a history of their struggle in dealing 
with these forces. In helping to prepare for this years 
annual Declaration Day event and reading about how 
this historic document came to be, I became more aware 
of its important significance - not only as a statement of 
Doukhobor values, but also its role in an attempt to bring 
together Doukhobor groups who had become separated, 
not only geographically, but ideologically as well. 

It has often been said that “the whole is greater than the 
sum of its parts”. 

Not long after Peter P. Verigin - Chistyakov arrived in 
Canada, historical records show that one of his primary 
concerns was to bring unity to the Doukhobors living in 
Canada. He played an important role in the formation 
of a society called “The Named Doukhobors of Canada”. 

This society held its first convention near Kamsack, 
Saskatchewan, on June 27 th 1928. In attendance were 
representatives of all of the three major groups of 
Doukhobors living in Canada. These included: Members 
of the Christian Communities of Universal Brotherhood 
(CCUB), also known as the “Community Doukhobors”; 
members of the Society of Independent Doukhobors; as 
well as members of the Sons of Freedom Doukhobors. 

During this convention a protocol, or a set of 
fundamental rules for this new, unified Doukhobor 
society was agreed upon. These included: the internal 
settlement of disputes; that marriages be based on 
love; that education of children takes place in schools 
(excluding the teaching of hatred, imperialism and 
militarism), and that members have respect for 
Canadian laws. 

It was during the second convention of the “Named 
Doukhobors” in 1934 at Verigin, Saskatchewan that the 
Declaration was formulated. A record of the minutes 
from this convention can be found on pages 401-406 
in the Summarized Report of the Joint Doukhobor 
Research Committee. A copy of the current Declaration, 
in both Russian and English is included on pages 5 and 
6 of this issue. 

Despite the courageous efforts by Peter P. Verigin and 
others to unite Canadian Doukhobors, unfortunately, 
disruptive forces, both internal and external did 
not allow this to come to fruition. The CCUB faced 
bankruptcy in 1937, and foreclosure of their assets 
began in 1938. The Society of Named Doukhobors 
disbanded. During this turbulent period the Union of 
Spiritual Communities of Christ was formed, through 
the determined efforts of the Doukhobor leader despite 
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Our Declaration 

his failing health. On February 11, 1939, Peter P. 
Verigin succumbed to his illness and passed on. Soon 
thereafter, the world was at war. 

When one reads the Declaration today, adopted and 
still recognized by the Union of Spiritual Communities of 
Christ, it is important to understand its context relative 
to the period of time and the circumstances during which 
it was written. 

At previous Declaration Days, we have been offered 
explanations as to why it was important to express our 
Christian identity throughout the documents text - that 
although our Christian understanding differs from other 
Christian groups, our beliefs are based on the teachings 
of Jesus Christ - that we are not heretics as we had been 
labelled in the past. It is also important to understand 
that the true Church of Christ does not refer to a building, 
but to a community of people drawn together to live their 
lives in accordance with the teachings of Jesus Christ. 

In the past, there have also been discussions regarding 
statements in the Declaration about not taking part in 
politics or voting for political parties. The reasoning 
behind this is that we question how the killing of one 
person can be immoral, where as the killing of thousands 
or millions of people, directed by governments, is 
considered to be morally acceptable. It is interesting 
to note that prior to the writing of the Declaration, 
legislation was enacted to disenfranchise all Doukhobors 
in both provincial and federal elections. In response to 
this, there were letters sent by Doukhobor youth thanking 
the government for doing so. 

As we continue to gather annually on Declaration Day, 
we continue to be reminded of the importance of our 
beliefs, our common values and our unity. Although 
the Declaration reminds us of the significance of our 
Doukhobor past, I sincerely believe it was not written to 
limit our spiritual development now, or into the future. 
The following is taken from the speech given by our 
Executive Director at this years Declaration Day, which 
incidentally, took place a day after the annual Hiroshima 
Day commemoration and two days prior to the annual 
Nagasaki Day commemoration. 

“To be a spirit wrestler a person must exercise , display ; 
carry three gems. The first being love. If we cant carry that 
love , if we cant feel that love we cant share it. The second is 
humility - so that we don t get full of ourselves... so we are 
accountable and answerable and responsible to a higher 
power. And the third gem we need as spirit wrestlers , as 
Doukhobors , is service - because if we believe a spark of 
divinity is in each and every one of us, the best way we 
can worship that divinity is through service to one 
another .” ~JJ Verigin 
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Declaration 


^eKJiapai^MH 


of the Union of Spiritual Communities of Christ 
in Canada 

Proclaimed and accepted at the Second Convention by 
the authorized delegates of the “Named Doukhobors” 
held at Verigin, Sask., Canada, from the 29 th of July to 
the 7 th of August, 1934, A.D. 

1. ) We, “The Union of Spiritual Communities of Christ” 
have been, are and will be members of Christs Church, 
confirmed by the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ Himself 
and assembled by His Apostles. 

2. ) Members of “The Union of Spiritual Communities 
of Christ” essentially are of the law of God and of the 
faith of Jesus. The law of God is expounded in the Ten 
Commandments and the faith is professed thus: We 
believe in and profess - Jesus Christ the Son of God - 
Who came in the flesh and was crucified. He is our sole - 
Leader, Saviour and only Hope. There is none and could 
not be any other name under the heavens - through 
which man ought to be saved. We have faith and hope 
through His name to attain the highest blessings. There 
is no higher blessing than “eternal life in unutterable 
joy”. This is the hope and reward in Christ Jesus and the 
principle aim of “The Union of Spiritual Communities 
of Christ”. 

Following in the footsteps of our Divine Teacher, we, “The 
Union of Spiritual Communities of Christ” proclaim as 
did He: we have come into this world not to transgress the 
law of God, but to fulfill it, and therefore all idolatry and 
desecration we strongly renounce and acknowledge only 
the law and supreme authority of God. We, “The Union 
of Spiritual Communities of Christ”, have acknowledged 
and submitted ourselves to the law and authority of God 
by this have liberated ourselves from the guardianship 
and power established by men, because: “we cannot 
serve two masters” and members of the “The Union of 
Spiritual Communities of Christ” cannot be slaves of 
men - having been redeemed by the precious blood 
of Jesus Christ. Members of “The Union of Spiritual 
Communities of Christ” are not slaves of corruption, but 
are sons of the Free Spirit of Christ and declare: we ought 
to submit more to God than to man. We triumphantly 
declare that we do not allow any force whatever by man 
over man and even more so the allowance of killing of 
man or of men by a man or men under no circumstances. 


Coi 03 a flyxoBHbix ObnjMH Xpwcra, KaHa#bi 

IIpoB 03 rjiaineHHaii m npruMTaa Ha 2 -m cbes^e 
ynojiHOMOHeHHbix - jjexeraTOB MMeHOBaHHbix 
JJyxobopijeB, cocTOHBineMca Ha CTamj. BepMorao, 
CacKanesaH, KaHafta. 29-ro moan - 7-ro asrycTa, 
1934 rojja. 

1. ) MbI, CoK)3 JfyXOBHbIX ObllJMH XpMCTa 6bI7IM, eCTb 
m 6y#eM H/ieHaMM ijepxBM Xpmctobom, yTBepxcfleHHon 
CaMMM FocnoflOM m CnacMTexeM MwcycoM XpncTOM m 
C obpaHHOM Ero AnocroxaMM. 

2. ) Cok> 3 JJyxoBHbix ObnjMH XpncTa cyTb 3aKOHa 
Eoxcbero m Bepbi MwcycoBon. 3aKOH Boxcmm M3XO>xeH 
b flecflTn 3anoBe,ntfx, a Bepa McnoBeflyeTcx Tax: BepyeM 
m McnoBeflyeM - Mncyca, Cbrna Boxcbx XpwcTa - 
npmiieflinero bo nxoTM m pacrorroro. Oh ecTb Ham 
eflWHCTBeHHbiM Boxcflb, CnacMTexb m Haftexc^a. HeT no# 
HeboM m 6biTb He MoxceTb #pyroro mmchm, KOTopbiM 
Ha^xexcaxo 6bi cnacmcb nexoBexaM. BepwM n Ha^eeMcx 
MMeHeM Ero flocTMrayTb bmcihmx bxar. HeT #pyroro 
Bbicmero bxara, xax «BexHax xcm3h b b HeM3peneHHOM 
pa^ocTM». 3 to ecTb Ha#e>x#a m Harpa^a bo Xpncre 
Mwcyce m ocHOBHax ijexb Coi03a flyxoBHbix ObiijMH 
XpwcTa. 

Cxe#yx no CTonaM cBoero EoxcecTBeHHoro YHMTexx mm, 
Cok) 3 flyxoBHbix ObujMH XpncTa, npoB03rxamaeM xax m 
Oh: mbi npMinxM b Mwp cen He HapyniMTb 3axoH Eoxcmm, 
a Mcno/iHMTb ero, m noceMy Bcxxoe MfloxonoxxoHCTBo 
m KomyHCTBo oTBepraeM m npw3HaeM Toxbxo 3axoH 

- BTiacTb Eoxcbio. HxeHbi Coio3a JJyxoBHbix ObiijMH 
XpncTa, npMHXBiiiM m no^MHMB cebx 3axoHy m BxacTM 
Boxcbew, TeM caMbiM ocBoboflMXMCb ot onexa m BxacTM 
ot nex oBexoB ycTaHOBxeHHbix, nbo «Hexb3x cxyxcMTb 
AByM rocno^aM - m nxeHbi Coi03a JJyxoBHbix ObujMH 
XpncTa He MoryT ^exaTbcx m bbiTb pabaMM nexoBexoB 

- by^ynn xynxeHbi flparoijeHHOio xpoBbio Mwcyca 
XpMCTa. HxeHM Coi03a JJyxoBHbix ObnjMH XpMCTa 
He pabbi TxeHMx, a cyTb CbiHbi CBobo^Horo # yxa 
XpncTa m 3axBXHK)T: Ha^yiexcMT boxee noBMHOBaTbcx 
Bory, HexcexM xexoBexaM. TopxcecTBeHHo 3axBxxeM, 
hto mm He flonycxaeM HMxaxoro HacMXMX nexoBexa 
Ha js, xexoBexoM m TeM boxee flonycTMMocTb ybnMCTBa 
nexoBexa mxm nexoBexoB - xexoBexoM mxm nexoBexaMM 

- hm npn xaxMX obcToxTexbCTBax m hm no xaxMM 
npMHMHaM m AOBo^aM. Bcxxax xmhhoctb, rpynna 
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causes or arguments whatsoever. Every individual, group 
of individuals, parties or governments of men, and 
anyone whoever they may be proclaiming their struggle 
against war and its non-allowance but at the same time 
agreeing and allowing to kill even one individual for the 
sake of any interests whatsoever, - is a lie and a hypocrisy 
and nothing but a “leaven of the Pharisees” The life of 
one individual is of equal value to the lives of many 
individuals. The commandment of God states: “Thou 
shalt not kill”. Christ explains and warns: “No murderer 
shall inherit Eternal Life”. War - mass slaughter is an 
item compiled, where the killing of one individual is 
allowed there the allowance of mass murder is inevitably 
admitted - which is war. 

3. ) The modern world - mankind, has scattered and 
divided itself into countless numbers of groups - following 
the watch-words and programmes of the various political 
parties. Every political party struggles against each 
other not for the good and benefit of the people but 
for dominance over them - with all the consequences 
as a “diabolical incitement”. Members of “The Union of 
Spiritual Communities of Christ” have never recognized 
and do not recognize any political party. They have 
never entered nor will they ever enter into the ranks of 
any political party. They have never given nor will ever 
give their votes during elections, thereby, are free from 
any responsibility before God or man for the acts of any 
government established of men. Members of “The Union 
of Spiritual Communities of Christ” essentially are above 
party politics - they not only gave their votes but their 
bodies, blood and souls to the One and Unreplaceable - 
Guardian of the hearts and souls of men, - the Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, thereby we have attained perfect 
freedom by egressing from the slavery of corruption 
into the freedom of glory of the children of God. We 
emphatically declare unto all: 

“KNOW THE TRUTH 
AND THE TRUTH SHALL SET YOU FREE” 

4. ) Members of “The Union of Spiritual Communities of 
Christ” accepted and are fulfilling the command of Jesus 
Christ: “Render therefore into Caesar the things which 
are Caesar s (meaning the governments of men); and unto 
God the things that are Gods” Residing in whatever state 
or country in this world, we triumphantly declare: going 
under the banner of “Toil and Peaceful Life” - everything 
demanded of us which is not contradictory to the law of 
God and to the faith of Jesus, we will accept, fulfill and 
execute, not through fear but by conscientious guidance. 
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/IMHHOCTeM, napTMM VLJIU B/iacm OT He/IOBeKOB M 
BoncMM, kto 6bi oh He 6bi/i, npoB03rjiamaioinnn 6opb6y 

npOTMB BOMHbl M He flOnyCTMMOCTM ee M OflHOBp eMeHHO 
coniamaiomMMCfl Ha AonycTMMOCTb yfinwcTBa oflHoro 
ne;ioBexa, pa^w xaxnx 6bi to He 6bmo MHTepecoB ecTb 
jioxcb m TinqeMepMe n hmhto MHoe, xax «3axBacxa 
(J)apMceMCKaH». >Kn3Hb o^Horo nenoBexa paBHOijeHHa 
>km3hm Maccw nenoBexoB. 3anoBe^b Boxcbh r/iacMT 
«He y6wM». XpwcToc paaT^araeT n npe^ynpexc^aeT: 
«HwKaKOM He;ioBeKoy6nMija He HacneflyeT xcw3hm 
BeHHow». BoMHa, MaccoBoe ybuMCTBO ecTb cyMMa 
aiaraeMbix, r#e ^onycTMMo ybnncTBo oahoto nenoBexa, 
TaM HeM36excHo bbjihctch AonycTMMbiM yfiniicTBO n 
MHornx - To-ecTb BOMHa. 

3. ) CoBpeMeHHbIM MMp, pofl THOftCKOM, paSTIOXCMTICfl 
Ha HeMCHeoiMMoe mhoxccctbo rpynnnpoBox - cneftyx 
3a no3yHraMM m nporpaMMM nonnTHnecxMx napran. 
Bantam nonMTnnecxafl nap ran bopeToi c Apyrofi He 3a 
6naro n aoctoahmc Hapo^a, a 3a BTiacTb HaA Hapo^aMw 

- co BceMM nocTie^cTBMHMM, Kax «HaBoxcAeHne 
^bHBOTibKoe» . HneHbi flyx 061 ™* OBiamh XpwcTa 
HMXaXOM nOTIMTMHeCKOH napTMM He npM3HaB a/IM M He 
npn3HaioT. B pnflbi napTMM He bxoamjim m bomtc He Moryr. 
Tohocob cbomx npw Bbifiopax HMKOMy He AaBa/iM m a^tb 
He MoryT. A noceMy HMxaxofi otbctctbchhoctm, Kax 
nepeA Botom, Tax m nepeA HapoAOM 3 a AencTBMB xaxon- 
6bi to He 6m/io ot ne;ioBexoB BTiacrn nocraHOBTieHHon 
He HecyT. HneHbi Cox)3a flyxoBHbix 06iu,mh XpncTa 
cyTb cBepxnapTMMHbi, OT^aB He To;ibxo cbom ro/ioca, 
HO nnOTb, XpOBb M Aymy e^HHOMy M He3aMeHMMOMy - 
67iiocTMTe7iK) Ayui h cepAeu; nenoBeHecxnx - IocnoAy 
m CnacMTenio Mncycy XpncTy, TeM caMbiM AocTMrayB 
nojiHow cBofioAbi - nepeiiAH ot pabcTBa T/ieHnw 
b cBoboAy cnaBbi p , eT d/i Boxcbwx mm 3aflB;meM bo 
Bceyc/ibimaHne: 

«n03HAMTE MCTMHY M MCTMHA 
OCBOEOflMT BAC» 

4. ) HneHM Coio3a flyxoBHbix 06 iu(hh Xpnera, npMHHB 
m McnojiHHH 3aBeT XpwcTa «Boxcbe - Bory, a xecapeBO 

- xecapio», /pa3yM en BTiacTb ot nenoBexa/ HaxoA^cb n 
yKVLBB b ceM Mnpe, b xaxoM 6bi to He 6bmo rocyAapcTBe 
mtim CTpaHe, TopxcecTBeHHO 3aiiB7iiHOT: mecTBya no# 
3 HaMeHeM - «TpyA n MnpHan XCn3Hb» - Bee, hto 
TpebeyToi ot hmx, HenpoTMBopenamee 3axoHy EoxcseMy 
m Bepe MncycoBon, 6y^yT npnHMMaTb, Mcno;iHtfTb m 
BbinoraHTb m He M3-3a CTpaxa, a no cobcctm. 



Declaration Day Presentation 

Grand Forks Psalmist’s Speech presented by Liz Pepin 


Dear Executive Director JJ Verigin, dear Laura and 
all the Verigin Family, our honoured guests, including 
our dear and respected chairman of todays celebration 
- Andrew Grigorivich Evin; and all dear brothers and 
sisters. 

‘Our little group’ welcomes you to this important 
historical and equally valuable ‘Annual Celebration Event 
of the 82 nd Declaration Day!’ 

We are so very thankful to our Doukhobor brothers 
and sisters who have travelled over the hill to join us 
here from the Kootenays, so that this day would remain 
in our hearts and souls as a memorable, and a most 
joyous occasion celebrated together, in unity, in prayer, 
in friendship and song! 

The following is a brief explanation of where, why and 
when Declaration Day came into being, and is celebrated 
as one of our historical annnual events: 

After the arrival of the Doukobors in Canada in 
1899... almost 40 years had passed... this was during the 
time when they were counseled by their leader, Peter 
Petrovich Verigin Chistiakov... *(taken in part from an 
article, by Eli Popoff in the 1987 June 3rd issue of ISKRA, 
#1645)... Peter Petrovich suggested and explained to the 
people he represented, that... “In View of the Changing 
times, it was no longer sufficient to only ‘Observe the 
traditional Peters Day- June 29 th event of the Burning of 
Guns... but in addition, it was now time, and necessary 
for the Doukhobors specifically, to ‘Declare’ their basic 
principles to the world! And... I repeat, ‘not only to 
‘Observe’ but to ‘Declare’ their basic principles... 

It so happened, in 1934, a 2 nd Convention of ‘The 
Society of the Named Doukhobors’ was called and held 
in Verigin, Saskatchewan. In over-a-week-long session, 
with 250 authorized delegates in attendance from across 
Canada, a written document was formulated, voted 
on, and accepted by the delegation, reaffirming the 
Doukhobors dedication to their Ideals and Principles. 

In addition to this, Peter Petrovich had felt, and all the 
assembled delegates agreed... that since this was a ‘New 
Era’ and the Doukhobors were now making another 
historical advancement; a document in written form of 
their continued dedication to their principles, and since 
this document has been formulated in the same spirit 
of dedication as had always been acclaimed to the 1895 
Peter’s Day Event of the burning of Guns in Russia on 
June 29th, it, accordingly, ... includes all martyrs’, who 


have given-up their lives in their commitment to “Peace 
and nonviolence” by their refusal to never again take 
part in the shedding of a person’s blood ... Thereby, it was 
fitting then to honour and celebrate this new additional 
historical event. The date chosen for this event was 
August 1 st and, it would be called ‘Declaration Day’!” 

Since the inception of the ‘Declaration Day’ through 
the years, the Doukhobors of the USCC organization, an 
organization formed by the late P.P. Verigin Chistiakov, 
have been annually celebrating ‘this historical event on 
August 1 as agreed upon, by the delegation in 1934, at the 
‘2 nd Convention... 

Sometimes, the question arises whether the age-long 
practice of Doukhobors to celebrate the Historical Peter’s 
Day Event on June 29 was ‘abolished’ when the written 
‘Declaration by The Society of Named Doukhobors’ 
was brought into being? In my research on this, so far, 
and I stand to be corrected if I’m wrong, there doesn’t 
seem to be any definite proof of this, only a few varying 
opinions... and... 

I wish to bring forth our late, honoured, Anna 
Markova’s take on this matter,* (as is stated on page 87, 
in the JDRC - Joint Doukhobor Research Committee’s 
Summerized Report, of 1974-1982). Her explanation 
was, that to the best of her knowledge, there was ‘no 
intention’ of discontinuing to celebrate the Historical 
June 29 th Peter’s Day Event of the Burning of Guns. 
The ‘intentions’ were to ‘Combine the Essence’ of both 
historical events and each, to be commemorated at their 
own designated times! 

I’d like to end with several words taken from author, 
Anne J. Plotnikoff where upon recital of her poem “Our 
Legacy,” (see Poets Page on page 17) at The Historical 
Pageant in 1987 “The Story of the Doukhobors,” a 
production she had written and directed, these were 
among some of the words she said in the following 
dedication... 

*... “In respect and honour to the sacrifice and love to 
the virtuous, hard and rugged path of a dedicated people, 
strong in their faith and true to the cause of peace on 
earth and goodwill to all men... to them we say: 

We stand in respect and recognition, and pray for 
strength to fulfil your aspirations for peace, love and 
humility... We dwell in soul-searching meditation and 
know we must carry on... with renewed courage and 
inspiration. 
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We are aware... and have the knowledge that you left to 
us a legacy, in hopes that we would carry on ... we lift our 
eyes unto new horizons that rise before us, and the soul 
within grows stronger, in faith and with the promise... 
That We Shall...” Yes, We Shall Carry On! Thank You. 

Doukhobor Psalm (Tvorets Moy Tvorets) 

Lord , Give Us Thy Blessing , 

Oh Lord , my Creator, and Guardian; It was by Your 
power I was created upon this earth. 

When my love for God was foremost in my life, I was 
then mindful and respectful of God. 

When I was poor and in need, I would always turn to 
God for help. 

When I attained material wealth and comforts, I then 
began to forget about God... 

The less I thought about God, the more time I spent in 
unnecessary, physical worldly pleasures, at the expense of 
seeking wisdom and enlightenment for my soul... 

Lord, my most gracious God, the person I was then, 
and the person I have now become is sinful, weak, and 
irresponsible but, I am now,... becoming aware of this... 

And Lord, my God, I am once again seeking Your 
Guidance and Grace <( Praise and Honour to Our God ” 

Translated by Eli Popoff, Grand Forks, B. C. 

(slightly altered by Liz Pepin for this occasion) ^ 



CD Now Available at 

USCC Office (Grand Forks. BC) 
Hairworx (Downtown. Grand Forks, BC) 
The Source (Downtown, Grand Forks, BC) 
Doukhobor Discovery Centre (Castlegar, BC) 
or from Allan's website: 

www.AllanMarkjn.com 

Places: Songs of Toil And 
Peaceful Life $20. 



noCJIOBMU,bI M norOBOpKM 

~ npedocmaeneno Oeneu CeemnuKoeou 


Proverbs and Sayings* 

~ submitted by Florence Swetlikoff 




Eyflb He TOJibKO cmhom csoero oma 
- 6yflb m cbiHOM cBoero Hapo^a. 


Be not only your father’s son 
but the son of all people. 


Cmia pabonero He b oiosax a b paboTe. 

Grpaxa HeT TaM, 
r#e ero He boHTca. 


The strength of a worker lies 
not in his words but in his deeds. 

Fear does not exist amongst the fearless. 


Ifle Mwp a a naa, 

TaM m Eo>k ba bjiaroftaTb. 


Where peace is abundant, 
so is Gods grace. 


~ npoboRMenue cnedyem... 


~ to be continued... 


*0m ped.: flepeeod ho amjiuucKuu cde/iaH pobomHUKOMu l/ICKPbl. flo wenaHUK), npucbmaume eamu eapuahimbi nepeeoda. 
Ed Note: Translated to English by ISKRA staff. Readers ofISKRA are welcome to send us their own translations. 
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